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Dear Supporters and Friends of Eastern Market:

On behalf of Eastern Market Corporation Board of Directors and the 
millions of people we serve annually, I am pleased to present you with 
our 2018 Report to the Community.

Our efforts to make Detroiters healthier, wealthier and happier have 
helped Detroiters transform their lives as they grew their businesses, 
enhanced their kitchen skills, and changed their eating habits.

We are equally proud of the work that our subsidiary, Eastern Market 
Development Corporation, is doing to ensure that the Eastern Market 
District stays true to its roots as an authentic food district. EMDC is 
acquiring land to keep expanding food businesses (and their jobs) in 
the City of Detroit and renovating commercial space to minimize the 
displacement of existing businesses as real estate values in the Eastern 
Market District continue to rise.

We are extremely grateful to our friends, supporters, and partners in the 
community who make all of our work possible. Without your donations, 
volunteer support and participation in our markets and programs, none 
of our success would have been possible.

With your support, we look forward to  
continuing our work in the community, to 
keep Eastern Market a place centered 
around food, a place that warmly welcomes 
everyone, and a place where people, 
especially those with limited means,  
go to grow their business.

Sincerely,
Dan Carmody
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Detroit Community Markets

Farm Stand

Detroit Community Markets (DCM) is a network of neighborhood 
farmers’ markets and food distribution sites working to improve access 
to healthy foods. DCM sites can be found throughout the city of Detroit 

including Southwest Detroit, Wayne State campus, Brightmoor, and 
Hamtramck. All of these sites also accept the alternative currencies 

described above.

Food Access
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Nutrition Education

Alternative Currencies & Fresh Prescription

Our nutrition education programs provide people of all ages with the 
skills to eat healthier. Nearly 2,000 individuals attended cooking 

classes in 2018 including 1,400 children who learned valuable lessons 
to take home and use in everyday life.

Healthy Eating
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Accelerators

Detroit Kitchen Connect
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Food Incubation 
& Acceleration



Food Business Retention & Attraction

Wholesale Market Development
Eastern Market has its roots as a wholesale distribution point for Michigan grown produce. In 

its 128-year history, Eastern Market continually lost wholesale market share as food distribution 
networks became larger. Today’s consumer trends favoring local, healthier, and more 

convenient foods provide an opportunity to re-take market share.�

Eastern Market hopes to triple the size of the existing wholesale market by retaining its current 
wholesale growers, attracting larger growers that have left our wholesale market, and by 

growing new producers through programs like Grow Eastern Market (GEM) and Baskets to 
Pallets. Our goal is to serve a variety of primary processors as they transform nutrient dense 

Michigan crops into more convenient forms consumers are demanding. For example, Michigan 
Farm to Freezer, which opened with EMC support in 2017, does small batch freezing of 

Michigan crops enabling consumers to eat local year-round.
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Food Sector 
Growth



Seasonal Markets

Saturday Market
Our markets are at the core of what we do. The tradition of the Saturday 
Market has been a cornerstone of the city for more than 127 years and is 

crucial to our mission of nourishing a healthier, wealthier, and happier 
city. More than 225 market vendors share their produce and stories with 

up to 40,000 visitors in one day during our busy season.
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Markets



Development Without Displacement

Expansion & Food Innovation Zone
The Food Innovation Zone (FIZ) is a project expanding Eastern Market 

into largely vacant areas east and northeast of the current market 
district. The FIZ is a template for repurposing mostly vacant land in 

Detroit that promotes food sector employment growth and sustainable 
infrastructure while improving the quality of life for residents.
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Racial Equity

Murals in the Market Festival
Murals in the Market continues to enhance the Eastern Market 

experience and the district’s transformation. Over the past four years, 
1xRUN and Eastern Market have produced more than 125 murals in the 

Eastern Market District. Murals in the Market is more than an 
international mural festival, it’s a creative platform that inspires and 
encourages community engagement using public art as a vessel.
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Arts
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Numbers

Programming
74%

Administrative
18%

Fundraising
8%

Expenses
Programming Expenses (74%) $4,196,995

Administrative Expenses (18%) $1,078,812

Fundraising Expenses (8%) $430,221

Earned
35%

Other
3%

Contributed
62%

Revenue
Contributed Revenue (62%) $3,070,831

Earned Revenue (35%) $1,775,292

Other Revenue (3%) $166,835



Framework
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Public Market

Historic Core

Food Innovation Zone

This map provides an overview of our district’s outlook heading 
towards 2025. The yellow area is the Food Innovation Zone, 
which we have begun expansion into with new facilities for 

Wolverine Packing Co., Michigan Farm to Freezer, etc.
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Food
Sector
Based

Place
Based

Arts

Racial Justice Framework

Eastern Market is at the nexus of the local food sector, placed 
based initiatives, and the arts. This core is encompassed in 

practices seeking racial justice in all of the work that we pursue.




